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Amusements, etc., The Evening.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC.—* Ingomar.” Salvini.
BooTi's TueaTER —At 1:30: * Rip Vau Winkle." Jeffer-
son., At #%: “The New Magdalen”
“La Grande

Darr's Broapway Tawarek—At 12:
Duohosse.” AL#: * La Perichole™ Mile, Almee,

t;n\sp Orera House—"Tae Wandering Jow." G. L
11

New Lyorus THEATER.—AL 2 and at §: © Notre Dame."
T. ¢ Kina.

NinLo's GARDEN,—At 2 and at &: “The Rlack Crook."

OLysre THsATHI. ~At2 and at #: “Sinbad the Sailor.”
Miss Lyt Lo pson.

UNion BQUAKE THEATER.—AT 1:30 and at 61 = Micawber”
sid = The Bolics of the Kitehen,” The Vokes Family.

WALLAUKS THEATERR—AL 23 ¥ The Colleen Bawn" Sbiol
Barry, Atg: *Dust and Diswonds.”

AMERTAN IxsTITUTE.~Day and Night, Anuual Fate,

Pars HALL~Exhivition of Palniings.

CrsmAL PANK UARDEN. — Summer Night's Conocert.
Toewdire [,

Jonisson HALL—AL 3 and st §: Varietios. The Royal
Marimel es,

Tuxy Pasto’s Orexa Horse—At 230 and at 8: Va-
rirlins.

Ll

Judex to Adperlisements.
.hil“.l!lm- !'fr&nra- -lhqv-—. ! i -mu!nml alhmmlulmm;‘.
BANKING AND FINANCIAL—NntA Page—-@ih coluin
Boamn ann Diovosts—Eleventh Page M snd 4th columns,
HUsINESA N1 pe— Stk Puge—1st columi.

UHaNURS Juk bLusiviss Mes—Ienta Fuge—21 aspd 3

columne
Corroratios NoTiors—Pifth Page—6th eolumn,

LaNeing Avanesies— Vinta Page—3d column,

Dsristny — Dt senih Page—1at colimn.

Iuvibesh Novicis—Tenth Page =l codnmin.

Iy Goons—Elorenih Page =3 column,

B4 ROMEAS AUV ELTISEMENTs—Tenid Page—ith, 5th, snd
Gl v liditing

FisaNCIAL—irnth Page—24 eolimn,

Fi nmirenk— Llerenin Dage—al column.

Eleventh Page—0ih column,

Hip WAXTLD
Monses, Cauniaons, HABNESS, &o.—Eleventh Page—
4 eelun.

Motris - Mk Page—tth eolutmn; Eororeas—Tenth

Page —Sih and Ath columns
AN STULCTION — 0\ inth Duge—Iist, 30 and §d columus ;
Faghth T h oolman,
Law Bopoois— Ninth Page—a eolnmn.
LacTUkEs AsD MERTINGS=Eieventh Poge—6th golumn.
Lecat Nome ks — Besenth Poge—1st colamn,
LisAN Grwio vs—LKicrenth Poge—1at colomn. '
WAKTLE ANG SLATE MANTELS—Fifth Page—4th collimn.,”
M AMEIAGES ASD DEATHS-—Sepenth Fage—aLth column,
Misomitasiot s—Tenh Poge—sd column ; Deelfth Page—
ath, Sth, and 6th oolumne,
Musteal InsTRoMusTS— Elevenfh Page—24 colnmn.
Now  Priolic anions—Eighth Page—ad, s1b, 5th and 6th
ralnmi .
Bran Estare Pom Banm, Crir—Fifih Page—8th eol-
New-

wmn;  La0oKLYS—=Firth Page—3th eolumng
Jawany Fifth  Puge — Bih column; COUNTRY —
Fyin Page — b columu; AT AUCTION — Firth
Page—tth and 6ih columns; To ExcEaNce—Fuik
Fage —6th colnmn,

Metiols Norice— Eleventh Pape—1st column.

=ALES DY AUcTION=Eleeenth Page—3d column,

HaviNas Baxks—Tenih Page -34 column.

SUTTATIONS WasTen, MaLks— Elerenth Page—ith columnn;
FesALis— Llerenth Poge—41h aud 3ih coluuns

R RoLAL NOTIORs— Sorendh Page €L colntun,

FIRAMBOATS AND RAltkoAbS—Tenth Fage—ad, dth, 6th,
and 6th culiiuns,

Ereaxens, Uor as—Fifth Page—ith column.

BTATIONERY — Flerenth Page—1at eolumn,

SUMMEN KETeEaTs—Eleventh Page—id column,

TRACHRRS—Ninia Page—3d column, »

To L¥r, CrrY Prorenty — KA Page —$th eolumn ;

w BROOKIYN PROFERTY — FUIA Page —0ib column;
Covsray PROFERT Y- PN Page—tth colamn,

Yo Woos 1T May ( oXCRRN—Fi/th Page—ith column.

finemess
Waeriter you Traver, or Stay ar Home,
.L.r. s Genoral Arcident Poliey in the THAVFLRES c-:_ll_n:!anl-
Jouves's Ixoporovs Kip Grove CLEANER
Fruavates thas qrirkly and thar mghly, wishont injary, Pries, 36 centa.
Batcierow’s Ham Dyg is the best in the
wurid, The oy troe swl perfoct imatantaneons Hair frre. Aballdmzgista
A Faor—It will pay yon well to go to
B W Maor & Co's Evexy Dar.
o B Vourteusitst. ssd $intbare, N T,
Figerroor Britpiya Processes.—Reliable,
Artinse, atil Beomatnieal. Fur testruction, right to use, and other in-
furisation, appir to Uol A Dxenow, Paterson, K. 1.

Nolires.

TERMS OF THE TRIBUNE

Dany Trinvse, Mail Subseribere, 810 per annnm.
Eesi-WERKLY Tiprse, Mail Subzenibors, $3 ver an.
WeekeY Trinvse Mail Subscribers, 2 per ansum.
Advoertising Rates,
Dary Tust xe, A, e, 4ic, 50e, Tie, and &1 por line,
Beu-WEERLY Tursrsg, 35 and 50 cents per lius,
WkekLy Trisuse, 32, £, and 85 per line,
_ According to position in the paper.
Terms, cash in advance,
Address. Tae Trmnose. Now-York.
Adveriisements received at up-town offices, 54f W.
S0%lgt., or 508 W, 4.5t and at the Brooklyn Branch
Offion, 525 Washiveton-st., next door to the Post-
wibioe, till 8 p. m., &t regular rates.

Tur Twrvese 1% EvporR.—An ofice for TRIRUNE Ad-
wortmements atd subscriptions |s now open in London,
No. 84 Fleoist., K (. All Enzglish and Continental ad-
vertsemients intended for lnscction in THE New-YoRx
Tuinvse should be sont diroct to the London Office.
Sabweriptions for any perfod will be received at the
same offioe, sud siogle copiea of Lhe paper may always
b o hibami e,

AdAross Tur New-YORK TRINUNR,

#4 Fleotat., E. (., London.,

Puring the conctrustion af [he front of the mew Tribune
biasiding, The Tribuine (iffice may be found (s the first
Buslating 14 fhe rear on Spruce-st.  The Tribune Couriting
Foam s on (he Rral foor, and isenlered at the door
deneny Nprauee-ol, from the old sile
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Toe Buddingion party of Polaris survivors arrived
safely st Dundeo in the whaler Arctic, === Pére Hya-
cinthe wilbdrew from the Old Catholie Congresa bes
cause Dr. Wolek of Augsburg made s bitter spesoh
sgulisl the Freuch, === Civil War had hroken out in
Morsood, == Sir Hugh Allan testified, in the Canadian
Iailway jinvestigation, regarding his letters and tele
grams, and asserted that all the woney sdvauveed by
Amsrieans was refunded. .

Beereinry Richardson offers to pay prompily Govern-
went bills in order to put currency incireulation. There
waa s run on the Freedmen's and Washington Bavings
Bauks in Washiogton. Idstrust s felt there 1o the
ubility of the First Natiooal Bauk ever Lo resume.
Quiet ia restored  In Philadelphis, === The ar-
guments on  the constitutional Jurisdietion of the
Cirenit Court of Conpeeticut in the Crédit Mobilier
wiit were closed, sud & motion was made o the name of
the Uwion Paclfle Raiiroad to dissolve the iu-
junetion. === The United States Bsnate Committes on
Tramsportation sud  HRontea to  the Besboard
visited Buflalo and Tounwanda, snd mado personal in-
spection of the Erie Canal, s==—= The Grand Lodgeof Odd
Pellows in Baltimore rejocted a resolution repealing the
rule probibiting general business at s lodge on Sunday.

Fisk & Hatch aud 18 jotber banking Orms failed; thero
wis & seriois run oo the Unlou Trust Company; two
tuyks in Holwken were sald to be embarrassed ; promi-
Bent bank oMoers held & consultation in regurd to the
erisia, we=s The nlleged megotistors of the stolen Wik
Jipantie bonds refused o make statements; Chanucey
sttewpiad 1o prove tLat the Trust Company Dever ga
u recelpt for the bouds ; Bpraguo's lndictment is probas-
ble, === A lax levy of 35,205,000 67 was confitmed.
o= Tt was deolded to add 100 patrolmen o the polics
foros, s=== The 11th Regiment was released, but 1a to
be court-martialed. === Five saw-dust swindlers were
arrestod, === The Heform A P ive
wovement wos initiated. === Ropublican primarics
were held in ¥New-York snd Brooklyn., === Constable
Trainor Lestified at the Kelsoy Inquest, s=== Gold, 1134,
318§, 11§ Tuermometer, 70°, 004°, L

Qur third page this morning has an unu-
sually interesting group of foreign correspond-
ence, The British pilgrimage to Paray-le-
Mopial is graphically deseribed both in its
incaadents and its tendencies. The prospeets of
the Bourbon fusion nnd the fencing of the
French press on the spbject form the matter
of our Paris letter. From London we have
s carefnl analysis of Mr, Lowe's recent spoech
at Sheffield and his defense of the Ministry
and of his own financial policy.

e —

Thers are many readers of Tnr Trisoxe
wha regard the progress of seientific investi-
gation us & matter of far higher importance
than any mere finanelal revolution, Sueh
judigious persons will be glad to turn from the
story of the great flurry in Wall-st. to the
tourth page of our issue to-day, where they
will find the lutest resnlts of deop-sea dredg-
jng elaborately st fortlh; or if they prefer the
teachings of the mountains to those of the

aoa, they will find the discovories of the Hayden
expedition narrated by our spocial correspond-
ent in Colorado.

Our correspondent among the Woestern farm-
ors lnys sside for the moment the discussion
of the transportation question, and sketches
wome charscteristies of life among the prairie
corn-flolds which will amply repay examina-
tion. He shows how important and valuabie
a part the Grange is likely to play in the so-
cial conditions of the West, and how great
was the need of some such relief to the hard
and unattractive life of the agricultural com-
munitics. Farmer Smith sald a good many
things on this subject for which he has been
gonndly berated ever since ; but Mr. Smith is
evidently lacking in thoss qualities of care-
fulness and  self-possession for which we

especially valuo our correspondent ; and ac-
cordingly he said too much.

THE PANIC.
The worst of the panie scems over. Aside
from the great misfortune of the failure of
Fisk & IHatch, following hard upon that
of Jay Cooke & Co, it has heen
not at all & commercial, but purely
a funey stock ernsh. Not a mercantile house
is affected. Not a Savings Baok 1s troubled.
General business in New-York has rarely been
better, and there ia little or mno alarm
outside of spoeulative circles, But holders of
third rate railroad stocks have suffered and

are destined to suffer. For many a
concern  not vet reached, there s,
through the approaching Winter, a  bad

outlook. Faney prices have been broken, the
public disposition to invest in faucy stocks is
gone, even meritorions railroad enterprises
will be viewed with digtrust, and ghaky
housges may expect to spend the rest
of the season in diligent underpinning. For
Mossrs, Fisk & Hateh, as for Jay Cooke & Co.,
there is only the sincerest sympathy. They have
rendered great and  honest serviee in the
waterinl development of the conntry, their
name is o synonym for integrity, and  their
failure iz a public misfortune—soon, all will
hope, to be retrieved,

Meantime lot us trust that, with such men in
Wall Street as have not lost their heads, the bit-
ter teaching of the past week may be heeded.
One lesson that may bel learned from this
panie, and shonld have heen learned without
it, is that for years back the New-York banks
have been keeping on hand a very inndeqnuate
amonnt of eagh in comparison with the nature
and amount of their labilities to depositors,
A comparison of tho respective weekly reports
will show that the legal tender reserve of the
banks of this eity, excluding gold, which is no
longer part of the cireulation, is subject to
quite as numerons and violent fluctnations as
the reserve of notes in the bauking department
of the Bank of England. And experience
teaches that our banks have even less control
over the reserve than the Bank of England
has. Unlike it, when the tide is running out
we have no power to stop it. We may, there-
fore, conclude that the banks of the City of
New-York require for their safe and easy
working as large a stock of money in

proportion to the demands which may
be made on them bya depositors as
the Baunk of England does. Examining

its returns for two years back, we find that
though the bank has twice taken vigorous
measures to support itself, the reserve of
notes has never fallen so low as thirty per
cent of the deposits, while it has often ex-
ceeded fifty per cent. Long and bitter expe-
rience has taught the necessity of holdiug this
proportion. Turning to the statements of the
New-York banks, we find that since 1860 they
have never held legal tender notes to the
amount of thirty per eent of their deposits,
while they have usually been below twenty-
five per cent and often under twenty per cent,
Our waximum has been below the Bank of
Englaud’s minimum, and eof the two
steeds ours is the more diffieult to control.
Now, without further enlarging on this sug-
gestive topie, is it any wonder that our banks
have not worked with ease or safety? That
we 80 often see money lending in Wall Street
for one-quarter, one-half, and even one per
cent fo¥ use over night 1 That a degrading, de-
moralizing, and in every way pernicious de-
pendence upon the Nationzl Treasury has
grown up among us 1

Aud this compels us to make a few observa-
tions on the misconduct of the last two See-
retaries of the Treasury. Secretary Boutwell's
interference with Wall Street a year ago,
which even at the time was conspicuously
more advantageous to ecertain * friends of
“ (yovernment” among the speculators in gold
and stocks than to men engaged in legitimate
business, is one of the prime causes of the

preseut panic, Another prime eanse is
the power claimed by the Treasury
Department to reissue the forty-four

millions of greenbacks which have been
called in and canceled—a claim mor-
ally as base, practically as menacing to
the mational credit, and legally aswill-founded
as Gen, Butler's scheme to pay the interest on
the bonds in greenbacks. Indeed, we con-
gider the latter the more respectable proposi-
tion of the two, The econscquences of these
fatal blunders of Messrs, Boutwell and
Richardson are easily traced, So far
from profiting by their troubles of last
year, the bunks have euffered them-
selves to be caught with even less reserves
than they held in 1873, Only once during this
calendar year bave they held fifty million dol-
lurs in greenbacks against debts to depositors,
payable on demand in greenbacks, of more
than two hundred millions, Al Summer long
their legal-tender averages have been allowed
to run from five to ten millions below
the correspomding figures of last year,
while in the dull secason from the
1st of May to the middle of August they
heedlessly expanded their loans  twenty
million dollars, Their reliance was on the
Secretary of the Treasury, who, not to do him
injustice, gave out intimations nearly two
months ago that his policy wonld be “ to de-
“fend the interests of legitimate commerce,
“ despite the ingenuity of those who choose
“to gamble with the national credit.” We
will only say that the Secretary appears to
have handled his weapons most unskillfully,

for more Israelites than Philistines are among
the slain.

There is another point, connected with the
conrse which Secretary Richardson may take
in this emergency, which is deserving of con-
gideration, It i8 o vital matter that the credit
of the United States Government be not sub-
jected to any unnecessary strain, for our whole
monctary system rests upon that alone, There
is no necessity that the credit of the Govern-
ment should suffer. Yet, in all seriousness, we
ask, if an addition can bo made to the present
volume of the Government's irredeemable
paper without injury to onr finaneisl roputa-
tion smong European capitalists who do not
share our Americsn contempt for gold and

wilver 1 Unhuppily Congross has made almost

unlimited appropriations from the revenues of
the eurrent fisoal year. The duties on imports
have been reduced, and at the same time the
importations have largely fallen off. Thus the
ineomo of the Trensury is serionsly impaired.
We need hardly add that there is nothing in
the present situation of affairs which promises
a revival of the import braneh of our com-
mereo,  The trath must be faced. Though the
present month will show, in all probability,
some li‘tle deercase of the Public Debt, there
is no hope whatever that the reduction will
be continned, unless Congross, which does not
meet till December, vigorously cnts down ex-
penses, beginning with its own pay. We
shall have to shoulder the moral effects of
this ernsh, and of the discontinuance of our
aplendid monthly records of debt reduction.
Shall we add to these the odinm of a need-
less  expangion of the paper cirenlation ¥
Nothing is more certain than that in a
viry few weeks there will be plenty of
money in  Wall  Street. Prices  have
fallen; epecalation is checked, and our
present volume of currenecy will b amply suf-
ficient for all requircments the moment con-
fidence (wo do not mean eredulity) is restored.
There scems reason for believing that the
worst of the storm is over, Some heavy pur-
chaaos of stocks have already been made in
Wall Street by outsiders, amd more will be
made as soon a8 men with ready money come
to their senses and feel bottom, The meeting
of 1hank officers to-day promises good risults,
and we ars more than ever of opmion that no
brandy need be sdministered by Mr. Richard-

KO

THE POLARIS SURVITVORS.

The story of the resena of the Buddington
party of survivors of the Polaris, telegraphed
to Tue Trisuxe by cable from Dundee, Scot-
land, where they arrived on Thursday, though
lacking the wonder-stirring features of the long
jce-floe voyage of the Tyson party, is yet full
of strange and thrilling inferest,  Of all the
Arctic voyages so far, full as they have
been of the romance and the hardships
of adventure, nmone can compare with the
story of the Polaris, with the separation of
ber crew, and the reseue of the whole party
withont the loss of a life. The story of Capt.
Buddington and his men does not diflier
from that told by the members of the Tyson
party in the offital investigation, though
it is of course not so full. A good deal of
impatience has been manifested at the con-
tinned experimenta in Arvctic navigation, and
since the first news of the Polaris was received
the disposition has been quite general to dee-
nonunee Arctic expeditions as a waste of human
life, The conclusion scems somewhat hasty.
For, judging from the resnlts of the Polaris
expedition, which endured all manner of hard-
ships and encountered unnumbered perils of
starvation and shipwreck with the loss of but
one man, the very safest business in the world
is Arctic exploration. The proportion of lives
lost is less than if they had remained at home
on land or engaged in any other business,

If the expedition has not accomplished all
that it set out to, it has by no means been
fruitiess. Larger and more important results
would have been secured had there been
more unity of purposs and action among
those who had it in charge. But men
who are willing to take the risks ol
such a voyage, and who have the enthusiasm
of sdventure that warrants the expectation of
guceess, are not so plenty as to offer much
choice in the geleetion. There is no reason to
complain that the expedition has accomplished
nothing. It has not by any means been a fail-
ure. With the additional information that has
been gained by this experiment, the next Are-
tic expedition may start ont with much better
expectation of reaching the open Polar Sca
than any of its predecessors. The advance is
slow, but it is an advanee. Capt. Hall reached
a higher latitude than any previous explorer.
His experienca will be of incaleulable advan-
tage to his suceessor, whoever he may be.

Orders have gone from the Navy Depart-
ment at Washington for the Buddington party
to be sent home on the first steamer, and it
is possible they may leave Liverpool to-day.

+ THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBEIA,

The new Governor of the Distriet of Co-
lombin, Mr. Alexander R. Shepherd, whose
promotion from the pesition of Vice-President
of the Board of Public Works has elieited
much unfavorable eomment, has made an ad-
dress to the Legislative Assembly of the Dis-
trict somewhat in the nature of an Inaugural.
The important features in this address were
its reference to the financial condition
of the District, and the means of es-
cape from pecuninry embarrassment which
it indieates. "It was  natural,”  he
says, “that in the sleepy condation in which
“they had found affairs when the present
“Government wns inangurated, they shonld
“jincur a large debt in securing such improve-
“ments a8 wonld guarantee the stability of
“the city as the seat of the General Govern-
“ment.”” The elase of people who never see a
man or a corporation “in a sleepy condition”
without having an unconguerable desire to
“go through” them, as they phrase it, will
find in the “sleepy condition™ of the Distriet
of Columbia at the beginning of the Shepherd
regime the explanation if not the excuse for
its present insolveney. But this is not a mat-
ter of 80 much interest to the people of the
country as the suggestion which imme-
diately followed. It is well emough to know
how the District came to be plucked; but it
is of more consequence to know how the debt
which these gentlemen have incurred 18 to be
paid. In this branch of the new Governors
disconrae he 8o broadens out as to make his
subject one of national instead of-merely local
interest, For he proposes to have the General
Government assume the District debt, That
comea home to all of us, Continuing his ad-
dress, he said he “believed that in a much
“ghorter time than most are aware of (he
“Distriet wonld be freed from this debt
“by the aid of the Government,” and
expressed the hope that a course wonld
be taken by the Diatriet Government “ which
“would secure the couperation of the legisla-
“Ative department of the General Government
“as well as of the Executive.” The cofiperation
of the Executive it seems has already boeg
sccured.  As mueh has before been intimated,
and the appointment of Gov, Bhepherd gives
it the color of fact.

The rumor that has gained some curreney
that President Grant will recommend in hig
next message the nssnmption of the District
debt by the Federal Government, may or may
not be trne, The President has not heretofors
been guilty of the weakness of publishing Lis
intentions, or discloging even to  intimate
friends the drift and purpose of his official
utterances before they have boen formally pro-
mulgated. But whether ho makes this recom-
mendation or nob, and whatever may ho Ins rea-
sons, it is certain the proposition itaclf will not
meet the approval of the people outside the

Distriet. How much this proposal may have
to do with another which promises to develop
into the greatest lobbying scheme that even
this lobby-cursed country has ever known—
to wit, the schems to saddle upon the General
Government the debts of the Southern States
—does not yet appear. But it is obvious
enough that the assumption of the District
deht will be a precedent for the other schome
which its advocates will be sure (o make the
most of. The arguments against the assumption
of the Southern State debts are too familiar
to need to be reeited. 1t is enough to say that
the people of the North will never consent to
pay a gang of speculators one hundred cents
upon the dollar for obligations which are the
certifientes of fraud and the proceeds of rob-
bery, and have been bought for a song with
guilty knowledge. They may be cheatad into
it, ns they have beon choated before, by false
representatives who will lead the wav to it
by such a precedent ns this propesition of
Gov. Bheplierd would fornish, but in no other
way can it be earried through,

There is another point in thia matter how-
ever which deserves prior consideration. Be-
fore the debate upon the assnmption of this
debt opens, we suggest that an investigation
into the manner in which it was incurred, its
extent, and all the circumstances of it be or-
dered. Indeed, Mr. Alexander R. Shepherd’s
appointment as Governor should not be con-
firmed by the Senate until all the charges
that have been so freely broited as to his eon-
nection with a corrupt Ring in District affairs
are thoronghly sifted and their trauth or
falsity shown. This is due Mr. Shep-
herd as well as the people of the
Distriet, At present he is under a cloud, and
wo may be permitted to say that the singu-
lurly unanimous votes of confidence in him by
the Republican Ward Clubs of Washington,
on Tuesday evening, are not sufficient to
cleanse his reputation or exonerato him from
{he suspicion which has attached to him. The
gingle fact that after the enormous approprin-
tions of last Winter the Distriet is still un-
able to pay its teachers, firemen, and police-
mon, 18 such o suspicious circumstance
as of itself to demand investigation, and
the reports apparently  well  anthenti-
eated that the District debt exceeds hy
millions the limit fixed by law, are ad-
ditional reasons for searching inquiry into
Mr. Shepherd’s administration. We are only
stating a well-known fact when we say that
the current opinion among members of Con-
gress of all partics is that the corruptions of
the Washington Ring exeeed those of Tam-
many. Never was investigation more impera-
tively demanded. It shonld be had in any
event upon the question of Mr, Shepherd’s
confirmation, without waiting for the proposi-
tion comcerning the debt, or for the plan
which is believed to be in contemplation to
abandon the Territorial Government and gov-
ern the District by a commission.

Speaker Blaine, if reélected, will have ide-
volyed npon him the duty of appointing a
committee of investigation, The old Commit-
tee on the Distriet of Columbia will not do,
nor any member of it. They may be sum-
moned a8 witnesses, perhaps, but Mr. Blaine
eannot afford to appoint them, or any of them,
as judges. And nather Congress nor the
conntry ean afford to let the matter go by
without investigation,

BIOGRAPHY.

Evervhody will remember Dr. Johnson's
joke (for it was nothing more serions) when
he was told that his Life was to be written by
Mr. Boswell—“Sir, if I thought so, I wonld
“prevent 1t by taking his.” There i8 reason
to believe that the Doctor was well enongh
satisfied with his biographical prospects, and
that he privately assisted Boswell in his acon-
mulation of materials. The consequence is,
that we have probably the best * Life” which
wis ever written of any human being. It is
eurions to notice that upon Johnson's death
there was precisely the same mania for writiug bi-
ographies of him which, in our own day, followed
the death of Mr. Dickens; and those familiar
with the literature of that period will readily
recall the seramble to be first in the market
which 8o much annoyed Boswell, and the
hastily written reminiscences of the great man
which were put out by Hawkins, Piozzi, and
Miss Reynolds, to mention no others. The
post-mortem fate of several literary men secms
to have so much alarmed the late Mr. John
Stuart Mill, that he took measures to avert
the misfortunes which even m their graves
overtook Dickens and Thackeray., Because,
to use the language of Mr. Mill's testament,
“in these days no one is secure against at-
“tempts to make money by means of pre-
“tended biographics,” he left behind him a
ghort acconnt of his life written by himself,
in absolute charge of his step-danghter, Miss
Helen Taylor, to be published or not at her
will and digeretion. In the event of the lady's
death during his  life-time, the business of
publication is confided to Mr. William Thomas
Thornton. The philosopher then enters a
gencral caveat against all other “pretended
“ hographies,” assuring us that all materials
for his "“Life” are in the hands of Miss
Taylor, and of her only, and that nobody else
can possibly be qualitied to write his bio-
graphy. We can easily imagine that the nice
and irascible Rogers, conld he have foreseen the
trashy “Reminiscences” which were printed after
his death, would have taken a similar precau-
tion, Sir Walter Scott might have felt that
his memory wonld be safe in the skillful
hands of his son-in-law, Lockhart; and
Southey, 8 bookmaker by profession, would
have looked forward with pleasure to his
bulky biography prepared by filial hands, and
certainly with something more even than filial
reverence. Charles Lamb would hardly have
been afrmd of any important indigserstion on
the part of his friend Talford, When Cole.
ridge passed away, there was more than one
eatchpenny book printed about him; but he
was too indolent to have lifted his hand to
avert the digaster, Lord Byron, who carefully
wrote his own * Life,” was spared the morti-
fieation of knowing that when he could not
help himself his work, the loss of which is
one of the greatest which ever befell English
literature, would be burned by the connivance
of his own family and his friend Murray,

1f every great man should be as fastidious
as Mr. Mill, wnquestionably the world would
bhe greatly the loser, His feelings are of
conrse to be religiously respeeted; but if we
are to know no mose of distingnished char-
actors than they please to have known, and if
biography i to become n sort of econspiracy
between its subjects and their chroniclers, it
is doubtful whother we shall hereafrer get
anyvihing much  better than the dull and
pradish and not over trustworthy productions
of My, Jured Sparks, Hoero-worshipers of the
life-writing sort are of two kinds, One
eliss in decorons, careful, and retioont; the
other ecolloquinl, familisr, and garrolous,
Sometimes overything is concealed which can

possibly dotraot from the dienity of a lay-

figure, the rule de mortuis being adhered to
with irritating bigotry; and sometimes seandal
and gossip are so freely indulged in that the
great man, stripped almost to nakedness, is
degraded by undue admiration into a very
little one. It must be admitted that it is not
casy to hit the bappy medium between the
reverenee which worships and the admiration
which dotes. Consequently biography is a do-
partment of literatufe in which there are con-
stantly new experiments. It is only now, after
the lapse of so many generations, after a score
have been written, that we are promised o
really good Life of Pope, while of Swift, one
of the most notable of biographical phenom-
onp, there is to-day no good life at all. Who-
ever would know anything accurstely of
Goldsmith must eollate Prior, Forster, and
Irving, There are fifty *Lives” of Napoleon
in the English language, and while some of
them are as bad as possible, there is not one
of them which has much value, In America,
almost every distinguished character has heen
captured by writers of the mausolenm school,
and 8o solemnly *inurned” that of Waashing-
ton, Adams, Jefferson, Hamilton, and Jay, to
mention no others, we hardly koow any-
thing exeept that they lived and moved
majestically,  Dr. Franklin  was prudent
enough to write himsclf one of the
most charming picces of antobiography in
the language, but even this has been tam-
pered with and exenterated at the awful fiat
of literary respectability, The mischief of
this kind of writing, especially in the case of
Washington, is likely to be irreparable. A
demi-god he has been made, and as o demi-
divine he will probably go down to the re-
motest future. The fate of Jeflerson has been
a mitigated one, not beeause his * Life ™ (until
very lately) was tolerably written, but for the
reason that he never peosed, had no notions of
mock dignity, and was always willing enongh to
be seen of men in his shirt-sleeves. There may
gtill be exceilent gleaning in the field of
American Biography. The series edited by
Mr. Sparks ia of such wooden and woful dull-
ness that a new body of American Lives is
really called for, and will amply repay any
labor which may be wisely expended in its
preparation,

It ix to be regretted that 1t has not been
and is not likely to be the fashion for the
distingnished men who have been active in
affairs or notable in letters, to write their
own histories, It is astonishing how trust-
worthy records of this kind bave usually
proved themselves to e, and even when under
the influcnee of vanity or bad faith they have
not been so, they have usnally furnished the
meuns of their own correction. No ill usually
comes of allowing a man to draw his own
portrait, for he will be pretty sure to regard
his deformities ns 80 many heanties, while a
sharp-eved world would at once see through
all the color with which he may beautify his

visuge.

MORE CONSCIENCE.

The Little Black Friday of 1573 has set in
a0 strong n light the unsoundness of & certain
fashionable method of building railways, that
it will be no more than reasonable to ask
financial men to pause awhile before they re-
turn to their former eustoms of business, and
inquire whether they have done just right by
their customers and just right by themselves.
Railway enterprises brought down the moss
conspicuons of the houses whose failure has
just disturbed the whele country. But Jay
Codke was a firm believer in the Northern
Pacific ; Fisk & Hatch were equally sangnine
about the Chesapeake and Ohio; both firms
stood loyally by their roads, and put their
own money into them, besides inviting the in-
vestments of the public. There is nothing
discreditable, nothing doubtful in their connec-
tion with the companies which have brought
them such disaster, and if they have fallen it is
gratifying to know that they have fallen with
honor, How many of the banking firms which
have identified themselves with more or less
speenlative railway sciemes could show equally
clean hands 1

The system of popular loans, which received
such an extraordinary development from Mr.
Jay Cooke's sneeess with the Government war
loans, has facilitated a kind of financiering
that is hardly honest. Prominent bankers
become the mdvertising agents of dubious en-
terprises, and lend their reputation at a per-
centage, to induce the unwary to make danger-
ous investments, They risk no money of their
own; but they pledge their word that the
socurities are good, and when they bave sold
them they stand from under. The crash comes ;
tho rubbish is eleared away, and then we find
the respectable bankers looking on, unhurt,
while poor men,—their eustomers, who have
taken their word about their wares, —are
writhing under the ruins,

It is a strange fact that in pushing railway
bonds, of any character or no character,
banking-houses ean always count upon the
aid of a large portion of the religious press.
A majority probably of the denominational
papers are ready at any time not merely to
open their advertising columns for this pur-
pose, but to sell editorial commendations, and
turn the sanctum into a broker's oflice. Nay,
several of the leading religious papers have
gone so far o8 to peddle railroad bonds among
their subscribers, for a commission—and we
lLiope they and their victimized subscribers are
both satisfied with the duvelopments of the
current weelk,

We caunot too strongly urge it upon re-
spectable firms that it is their duty to make
sure of the value of the securitics which they
force so persistently upon the publie. While
they sell in the present reckless way, confi-
dence will be easily shaken, and pavies will
be inevitable.

INTEERNATIONAL EVANGRLICAL
ALLIANCE.

The International Evangelieal Alliance, as
we learn from their announcement issued this
week, have resolved to hold their annual meet-
ing in Philadelphia during the coming month.,
Deputations from Europe, the Bntish Proy-
inces, ete,, are expected to be present.  Fhe
meeting of the Alliance, wo are informed, will
be largely occupied with the presentation of
papers on leading topics of modern Christisn
thought. When these are of too great length,
abstracts only will be read, each speaker
being  limited  to  thirty minutea, I
clergymen are like ordinary wmen, this
will be a limitation grievous to be borne;
for who among us, given the chance of making
known his peculinr erank or hobby or iden to
the people from all parts of the world sup-
posed to be interested in it, would like to be
uipped sbort in half an hour ¥ The Conference
differs greatly from the tirst Evangelical Alli-
anee—the fow fishermen, publicans and Mag-
dalenes, who were wont in fear and scercey
to assemblo with fasting and prayer in an
upper chambor, These are no doubt genial
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and well-fod wontlewon in b wk coats. who are

willing to pay “ten dollars for a reserved
“gont and a daily lunch.”

Other times, very properly, bring other man-
ners. But we shall be disappointed if the
“loading topics of Christian thought” do net
prove to be the aame with those which agi-
tated the minds and hearts of that first trem-
bling band of disciples more than they have
been for many centuries in the interval. But
two ideas filled the thoughts of that first con~
ference, the Christ who had just been taken
from them, and how they conld make Him
known to the world, After a little while the
chief object of the members of the Christian
Church, whether wo call it Roman, Greek, Pres-
byterian, or Episcopalian, would seem to bave
been individual salvation. Ench manappeared to
fuen God alone, with the terrrible question,
“Ilow am I to be saved 1" Prayera by rote,
fusting and flagellations, works of supereroga-
tion, the whole conventual system of isola-
tion, the Puritan-self-negation, doctrine of else-
tion, the fiery appeals of the Methodist, the
entire drift and current of religious teaching
have been to show to each man a burning
hell below him and bewildering heaven above,
and to bid him save himself.  So far has this
been earried that benevolence aud good works
are too often urged upon us as an evidenes
of our own piety to God rather thau for the
sako of our brother. Some of the more arro-
gant and narrower sects procced upon the
identical prayer of Constant's drowning man,
“Great God! I don't trouble thee about all
“theso other shipwrecked fellows, Save mel!™
Christ, it will be remembered, said nothing to
his disciples about their own souls. He showed
them God and their neighbor. The fiells wero
white unto the harvest. They wers not to ait
at home picking motes or beams cut of their
own eyes, but to go out and reap, cure the
sick, visit the prisons, bring the Gospel to the
poor.

Now, while individual Christians have obeyed
this injunetion, it is a lamentable fact that the
Chureli a8 & corporate hody has not heen the
Leader in the world which she should have
been of charitable, liberal feeling, or humani-
tarian efforts. For ages she blocked up all
advance in invention, stience, or learning,
which would have lifted men to higher levels.
She wos a tyrant, whether wearing tiara o1
miter, the Cavaliers’ flowing cnrls or the
Covenanters’ eropped hair. She was drunk with
the blood of those who differed with her in opin-
jon. Even here, and in this nincteenth centnry,
she was slow to preach temperance and huggod
sluvery long to her boson. But better days
are dawning. From inward hght or outside
pressure the ordinary sect is foreed to lay
aside much of its old time bigotry and bitter-
ness in dogmatism, and betake itsclf to it
long neglected wdrk, the loving, hnmble,
hearty help of its needy brother. While we
see such hopeful signs as the late union in
the Preshyterian Chureh, or as in Philadelphia
last woek, the Quaker and Jew praising God
together while they build a hospital, we are
encouraged to hope thut the Evangelical Alli-
ance will find the * leading topies of Christian
“ thought ™ at last to be God and Humanity.

The Rev. Mr. Alger of Boston, well known to read-
ors 48 the author of & learned and amusing book on
The Doctrine of a Future Life, has adopted the
Quaker iden of the ministry, Ha has been pastor of
the Musio Hall Society, but last Sunday he informed
the congregation that in his opinion the present
form of Sunday worship had outlived its usefulooss,
and that in fature the preacher should become s
teacher, Ho assumed that the Sabbath is no more
sacred than any other day, and lie coulid ses no im-
propriety in using it for the ivstruction and ele-
vation of the people. Ho regarded the custom of
building costly churches and restricting their use to
Sunday services as a deplorablo waste of money
which, he thought, should be used for schools and
other seenlar purposes.  Ha also took ground against
a sottled ministry, He did not think 18 possible for
one man to supply brains for a weekly discourse.
He was for employing first-class ability, whether of
clergymen or laymen, men or women, il thonght
that politicians, who are also statesmen, might be
useful as religious instractors, Mr. Alger did not go
&0 far a8 to sdvance the Quaker idea of o * hireling
ministry.” Hia lecturers, we suppose, are to be paid

for their services.
—i—

A tale of marble-hearted parents and ingonion
youth, For long o gallant young Philadelphian
wooed the beauteous danghter of o eruel father und
mother who did not, like the young lady, appreciate
his many gifts. So Romeo and Juliet resolved to fly
and be married far away from their tyrannical ob-
jactions. Romeo went off to Chicago by rail while
Miss Juliet wended her solitary way to Buflulo by
rail and thenes to Clicago by the luke. Romeo
waiting on the Chicago dock for the arnval of the
propeller found that other persons there were await-
ing the ssme with cqual anxiety, and furthermora
that they wers detectives sent to carry Mad-
emoiselle back to the old Philadelphian shore, The
heart and the brains of Romeo were stirred. Never
would he permit bis Julist to be thus torn from him.
Accordingly he quietly sought the captain of a eon-
venient little tug-boat which in a moment was in
motion on its way to Grasse Point, where it met the
propeller, took on board the yonng lady, and
roached the eity an hour before the said propeller
did. Then from that bright bark Romeo and Julied
departed and were calmly married while the de-
tectives were wildly scarching an uunresponsive
steamboat,

e .

People in England are obliged to be pretty carefod
what they write upon postal cards, The vicar of a
parish in Suffolk has been fined §%0 and costa
for sending one of his flock a P. C. nupon which
he was written down & wicked lover of fiithy lucre,
because he had neglectod to pay his Easter duss for
two years. People will do well in this country to
remember that a writton slander is o libel, and that
to post it is st law a quite sufiicient publication, net-
withstanding the pleasing fiction that nobody is
gnpposcd to read a postal card save the jecson to

whom it is gent.
- -

In the recent revival of public interest in rogard
to matters of Art, thore has been a genoral rogret
expressed that this boportant subject has hitherto
received so little attention in private schools
Prineipals will therefore be glad to learn that Mr.
Clarence Cook is propared to lecture on the Biogra-
phy and History of Art during the coming school
senson, The readors of Tk Trisuxe need vo inkro-
duction to this clear-headsd, discriminating, sod
eloquent seholar, and thoy will account any sohoal
fortunate which seoures @ course of leeturvs freea

lim,
aiiaia—

The Galaxy Course of lootures and readings which
i# to be given at the Church of the Disciples every
Tueaday svening from the Tth of Octeber to the
s0th of December will assemble a romarkable list of
attraotive names and offer entertainment to o greaé
varioty of taates. Miss Anna E. Dickinson will opes
tho series, and among those who are to follow are
Henry Ward Beseher, Oakoy Hall, Graeo Greenwood,
Gen, Banks, John Brougham, Dr. Hepworth, and
Wendell Phillips. He will be hard to pleass who
canuot find satisfaction in such diversifiod company.

There is nothing like having a good command of
langnage. A Western editor rocontly had a pars~
wrapht (of soven lines) to write abouk oysters, and
within the brief extent of this he called them 1, Oy
ters (plain) : & Suceulent Bivalves; 8 Dainty Luxu=
vioa: 4. Viscip Moxseis!  This last phraso gaps the
climax. * Viscid Morsela” is good. Of course i
only applics o the small frois which {bey have
ot Wesb—momolaw no nawmo for (ho baby-like
beautics of Fulton Markob



